
My name is William Athay. I was 

recently elected President of the 

Bonneville Youth Soccer League. I 

am grateful for the service provided 

by my most recent predecessors 

Brandon Lee and Dan Beck to 

BYSL and excited by the chance to 

take my turn to help soccer grow in 

Bonneville County. As a club, as 

well as in our roles as coaches and 

parents, we are challenged by 

many different variables. Nation 

rules have changed how we form 

teams. The local, state and 

national landscape of competitive 

teams and other developments that 

necessitate improvements we must 

undertake to help our kids be 

competitive and gain the training 

and team opportunities they 

deserve. Most of us our volunteers, 

but we can still see the amazing 

things that our players can achieve 

if they have the right opportunities 

to play and learn the beautiful 

game.

It has been over 11 years since my 

older son was 4 years old and I 

began coaching so I could spend 

more time with him. My only 

qualification at the time was being 

a willing parent. Many of you 

probably know the feeling. I’ve 

probably topped 50 seasons of
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soccer since then and can 

honestly say I have loved the 

experience. I have no regrets for 

the hundreds upon hundreds of 

hours spent with the kids. It is 

thrilling to see a group of players 

progress in their soccer skills, 

experience the thrill of their first 

goal or even their first hat trick, 

learn how to respond to 

disappointment when they lose, 

and gradually learn the principles 

of teamwork and hard work to 

improve as they get older. One of 

my favorite memories is a young 

player at his first game screaming 

“I have to score a goal,” and 

playing as hard as he could. It 

quickly became obvious, though, 

that he had no idea what a goal 

was or how to score one. But he’d 

heard the objective was a goal and 

that was all that mattered. I’m sure 

that young player figured it out and 

has scored dozens of goals since 

with just as much enthusiasm.

We’re entering another exciting 

soccer season this Spring, and 

that creates more opportunities for 

each of us to volunteer in some 

way to make soccer great for our 

kids.  For some of us, that can 

mean coaching. I probably 
coached over 20 seasons before
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taking my first formal coach training, which 

covered just two evenings and a Saturday 

morning. My first thought after the course was, 

“why didn’t I do that sooner?” It made me a 

much better coach and taught me skills and 

techniques I could pass on to the kids. I 

encourage each of our coaches, and each of 

our future coaches, to take the time for formal 

training at the earliest possible opportunity. It is 

worth it and will help make you a better coach 

for the kids. And don’t forget that BYSL will 

reimburse its coaches for such courses.

If you don’t have the time to coach, there are 

still many other ways you can volunteer. Each 

team is required to have a head coach, at least 

one assistant coach, and a team manager. In 

addition, as a reminder, teams are required to 

have two adults at each practice. Even 

volunteering to come set up a lawn chair and 

hang out at a practice can be helpful if no other 

adults can be there. One unique but incredibly 

appreciated help being offered to my son’s U12 

team is a family that volunteered to take it upon 

themselves to always set up and take down the 

nets at games and practices. I can’t tell you how 

much easier that has made coaching and 
managing games for me.

To operate as a league, we also have a 

volunteer board, treasurer, equipment manager, 

league coordinators, league president, vice 

president, and secretary, and many other 

volunteer positions.  

And of course, BYSL always needs more 

referees. There is at least one training each 

Spring and Fall. It is a great way to give 

something back to the game, and trained refs 

get paid! My older son started refereeing 

recently and loves the chance to make some 

college money at the game he loves. Kids as 

young as twelve can get started making some 

money for their first jobs, and we even have 

several parent-child teams that work together 

refereeing games together.

With so many ways to contribute, what can you 

do for your team or the league? Thank you to 

all of you who give so much to make soccer 

possible for the kids. 

William Athay
BYSL President
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BYSL Players, parents and soccer community,

As the Executive Director of the Bonneville 
Youth Soccer League appointed and functioning 
under the direction of the Board of Trustees, my 
goal is to create a positive experience for about 
1,200 players, their parents, coaches and all 
associated officials. To say this can be an 
overwhelming task is an understatement. Yet, 
somehow, day by day with the cooperation, 
patience and effort of many people, most of whom 
are parents volunteering and trying to make a 
difference we find success with the League as a 
whole. 

With that in mind, however, there is a glaring 
concern that I have which I would like to share with 
you. That concern is our collective lack of referees. 
LΩƳ ŎƻƴŦƛŘŜƴǘ Ƴƻǎǘ ƻŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜŘ ƻǳǊ ƭŀŎƪ 
ƻŦ ǊŜŦŜǊŜŜǎΦ LΩƳ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴ ƻƴ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ƻƴŜ ƻŎŎŀǎƛƻƴ 
most of you have thought or uttered phrases such 
ŀǎΣ άǿƘȅ ŀǊŜ ǿŜ ǇŀȅƛƴƎ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜ Řƻ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǘ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ŀ 
referee show up to our games, much less a full 
ŎǊŜǿΦέ hǊ άǿŜ ƳƻǾŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ƭŜŀƎǳŜ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ 
we were told we would have paid referees. Where 
ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜȅΚέ CƻƭƪǎΣ ǿŜ ǎƛƴŎŜǊŜƭȅ ŀǇƻƭƻƎƛȊŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ 
deficiency and all inconvenience it has caused you, 
your players and your teams. Without making trivial 
excused I would like to at least provide some 
context to some reasons of why we have a referee 
shortage.

• First and foremost we have had difficulty 
retaining our trained referees because they 
suffer verbal abuse at the hands of grown 
adults. Can you imagine your child working at 
any local job and having adults walk by them as 
they tried to do their best and say things like, 
ά¸ƻǳΩǊŜ ŀ ƧƻƪŜΗέΣ ά!ǊŜ ȅƻǳ ƪƛŘŘƛƴƎ ƳŜΚ ¸ƻǳΩǊŜ 
ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ǇŀƛŘ ǘƻ Řƻ ǘƘƛǎΚέ ŀƴŘ ά¸ƻǳΩǊŜ ŀ ǘŜǊǊƛōƭŜ 
ref. You should find a new jobΦέ

• Another challenge we have, especially in the 
fall is multiple leagues competing for the same 
officials. High school games pay more and

easily draw some of our most season officials to 
their games. 

• Finally the other major reason we struggle to 
field officials in the fall is because many of our 
trained referees are High School players and 
their games and practices and homework 
rightfully take precedence over officiating 
games for BYSL. 

With these reasons in mind I invite each of you 
to personally consider what I am about to say. WE 
NEED YOUR HELP. We need more trained officials. I 
first became a trained referee in the Spring of 2008. 
My primary reason was that my oldest son needed a 
job and this seemed like a good way for him to make 
some pretty decent money for a 13 year old. I 
figured if I was going to have to drive him to and 
from his games I may as well take the course myself 
and earn a little extra money while he learned some 
responsibility. I have been officiating ever since and 
have duplicated my efforts with my next two 
children. I will be doing it again this fall/winter with 
my oldest daughter as she takes the courses and 
becomes a trained referee. 

The beginning referee course takes about 12-14 
hours to complete. It includes 3-4 hours of online 
modules prior to taking the classwork, lecture and 
practical portion which takes 8 hours, general 
completed in a single Saturday. It costs $75 for the 
course which is reimbursed by BYSL upon 
completion and fulfillment of at least 5 game 
assignments. (Note: These standards may be 
modified. Also, you receive your regular referee 
wage for each of those games worked so it is quite 
beneficial) Our next training course will be held on 
August 4.  Certification at that course lasts for the 
rest of 2018 plus all of 2019 then a recertification 
test and payment takes place annually going 
forward.

Folks, can you imagine the benefit in having 
multiple adults from each team as trained referees? 
We would have more knowledgeable people on the
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sidelines helping others understand why certain 
calls are made. We would rarely lack Assistant 
Referees when we experience shortage and can only 
provide an Assigned Center. On top of it all you 
ǿƻǳƭŘ ƎŜǘ ǇŀƛŘ ŦƻǊ ǿŀǘŎƘƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ƎŀƳŜΗ 
¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘŀǘ L ŘƛŘ ŦƻǊ Ƴŀƴȅ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ŀƭǎƻ ƘŜƭǇŜŘ 
me keep my big mouth shut and helped me stay our 
of trouble. For those who know me you will 
appreciate that last reason more than those who 
may not know me. ;-)

As a coach there was a time when 14 of my 16 
players and both coaches were all trained referees. 
What a difference it made in the on field behavior of 
each of us as we interacted with referees with 
whom we occasionally worked. What a difference it 
made in the respect we had for referees for we 
ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘƻƻŘ Ƙƻǿ ƛǘ ŦŜƭǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƛŜƭŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ΨƘŜŀǘ 
of the battleΩΦ

We can train as young as 12 years old. Can you

imagine a 12 year old making roughly $9/hr while 
learning applying the correct rules of soccer? We 
invite and encourage your participation in this 
important and very needed employment. 
The current pay scale for referees in the Snake River 
League is: 

• U11/U12 Center--$19.00, AR--$12.00
• U13-U16 Center--$34.00, AR--$17.00
• U17-U19 Center--$41.00, AR--$22.00

As more information is made available by our 
local referee trainers I will update the 
BYSLSoccer.org website. We appreciate your 
willingness to step up and help in this capacity. We 
hope to solve our regular challenge of training 
referees and having them last only one or two 
season before quitting. We hope to see an influx of 
adults or older siblings who can make this a regular 
part of what they can give back to our league and 
community.
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BYSL Board of Trustees

Brandon Lee

President
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Bryce Burtenshaw
Vice-President

William Athay
Secretary

Judy Brower
Treasurer Board Member

Board Member Board Member

Ron Stewart
Board Member

Julian Milano
Board Member
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Jason Child
Executive Director

Jeremy Christensen
U11/U12 Director

Brandon Lee
Jr. High Director

Ryan Cook
Director of Coaching

Kristy Child
Tournament Director

Directorsresponsibilitiesvary
from program to program. The
basicsfor anydirector is to help
find coachesfor their particular
program,organizeteams where
needed and provide first
response to coaches in need
within their programs. They
work closelywith the Executive
Director, under the direction of
the BYSLBoard,who providethe
final voice in major decisions
and in enforcing rules and
policies. They also make
decisionsand suggestionsthat
improve the overall function of
eachprogram.

If you have interest knowing
more about each program
pleasecontact a board member
or the ExecutiveDirector

ExecutiveDirector: Overseesday to day operationsof BYSLunder the
directionof the BYSLBoard.

Director of Coaching: Overseescoachingin eachprogramwithin BYSL.
Organizes coaching training on a league level as well as with
representativesto from the Stateso local coachescanobtain coaching
licensesandadvancetheir coachingeducation.

Jr. High Director: Helps find coaches,organize the Jr. High league
(which runs from Marsh Valley to St. Anthony and AmericanFallsto
Teton),assistswith schedulingandrunsthe playoffsat seasonsend.

U11/U12 Director (U11-U12): Helpsfind coachesand placeplayerson
teams. Alsohelpswith someschedulingandequipmentneeds.

YDPDirector: (Vacant)Directsall U5-U10 age groups. Helpsfind and
works closelywith age specificprogram directors for U6, U8 & U10
ages.

TournamentDirector: Coordinateseverythingassociatedwith the Dean
CookMemorialShootoutheldeveryCŀǘƘŜǊΩǎDayweekend.
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BYSL Partnership with Coerver Announced!
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The BYSL Board of Directors is excited to 
announce that we are now an official 
partner club with Coerver Coaching and we 
are the first club in Idaho establish this type 
of partnership!

.ŜŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŀ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊ Ŏƭǳō ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ 
number one coaching and player 
development program is going to prove to 
be an incredible investment in *our players 
AND Coaches*!

For this coming spring, Coerver will bring 
their professionally trained coaching staff 
here to Idaho Falls for 10 separate days 
during our spring season. They will bring 
their age specific training curriculums to 
work with each age group in our YDP 
program, our U12-U12 program, our U13 
(05Ωύ tǊŜƳƛŜǊ, Select and Club teams and our 
competitive U14-19 teams.

Each session that Coerver delivers will be an 
opportunity for our players to further their 
ball mastery skills but ALSO an opportunity
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for our coaches to get an insight into the 
Coerver method and learn from some of the 
best coaches in the game! Each of our 
athletes also get a discount on registration 
fees to attend Coerver camps ( The Coerver 
camp for this region will be July 23rd-
26th) and each of our coaches will get 
access to Soccer Tech which is an online 
resource with age appropriate curriculum for 
coaches to utilize to develop their own 
training sessions. As a coach who has spent 
hundreds of hours in coaching development 
courses and have obtained my USC 
Advanced National Diploma, I have found 
the time spent just observing Coerver to be 
extremely beneficial and has increased my 
repertoire of drills, games, and specific 
technical skills training methods.

We recognize that proof will be shown on 
the pitch, but we are excited to watch and 
learn and develop through this new 
partnership and look forward to seeing our 
players and coaches take their own games to 
the next level!



US Soccer Age Group Chart
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USSoccerimplementeda changein the calendarusedby all soccerplayersin
the United States. Thisbeganin the 2016-17 season. BYSLhasdeterminedthat
all U13 teams will be age group exclusive. Teamsin U14 and up have been
grantedthe option to allow 1 yearplayupsbasedon an evaluationanddecision
by the BYSLDirector of Coaching. Teamsin the U11 and U12 age groupsare
almostexclusivelysingleyearagesnow. Teamsin the U6 to U10 agegroupsmay
haveteamsmadeup of two yearagegroupsdue to the relativelysmallnumber
of playerscurrentlyin the programandspacefor gamesandtrainings.
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[ƛƪŜάBonnevilleYouth 
Soccer Leagueέ

on Facebook to stay up
to date on current events 

and announcements 

from BYSL!



The Olympic Development Program

Far Post Page 9

The Olympic Development Program.  
ODP Soccer.  Most us in the youth soccer 
community have probably heard of it, but 
many probably still wonder ςά²Ƙŀǘ 
ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ƛǎ h5t ǎƻŎŎŜǊΚέ

At the most basic level, the Olympic 
Development Program is the State Select 
team.  At each age group of boys and 
girls, IYSA creates an ODP team selected 
from the top players from the state of 
Idaho.  Each of those Idaho ODP teams 
attends the Region IV ODP Championship 
tournament in Phoenix in January to 
compete against the other state ODP 
teams from our Far West Region (Cal 
South, Cal North, Arizona, Oregon, 
Washington, Colorado, Utah, etc.).  The 
winners of the Region IV ODP 
Championships qualify for the National 
ODP Championship tournament and 
compete against the other Regional ODP 
champions.

At a more involved level, the Olympic 
Development Program is the process for 
selecting players to the Regional and 
National youth teams in the United 
States.  Players at the Regional IV ODP 
Championship tournament (and the other 
Regional tournaments) are evaluated by 
Regional and National level coaches and a 
select number of players are invited into 
the Regional pool and to a Regional 
training camp.  The Regional training 
camp is used to select the Region IV team
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(again, at each age group of boys and 
girls).

Each Region IV team participates in 
various events and tournaments 
(including a National ODP tournament 
involving each of the four Regional 
teams).  Throughout these various 
activities, the Regional level players are 
evaluated by National coaches and a 
select number of players are invited into 
the National Pool from which the US 
Youth National teams are selected.

Essentially, the Olympic Development 
Program is an extended avenue for player 
development allowing the better players 
an opportunity to train and play with and 
against the better players at the District, 
State, Regional and National levels 
(typically with more experienced coaches 
as one progresses up the ladder).  The 
first step of ODP is the District Training 
Centers (DTCs ςthere are four Districts 
within Idaho).  Players attend a District 
Training session and are evaluated by the 
District Staff coaches.  Players selected 
into the District Pool are invited to attend 
further District training sessions and 
additional State and Sub Regional events, 
including the Idaho State Combine in late-
October/early-November.  The State 
Combine is the final tryout used to select 
players to each of the Idaho ODP teams 
that will be attending the Region IV ODP 
Championship tournament in Phoenix.
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Tyson Ricks
Southern Virginia University

Buena Vista, VA

Taylor Lance
North Idaho College
/ƻŜǳǊ ŘΩ!ƭŜƴŜΣ L5

Kennedy Hart
Southern Virginia University

Buena Vista, VA

Bailey Johnson
Lane Community College

Eugene, OR

OakleeGose
Chemeketa C. C.

Salem, OR

Jackson Monk
Western Wyoming C. C.,

Rock Springs, WY

Congratulations to these players
for earning the opportunity to continue their soccer 

careers in college.
If we have missed anyone please e-mail their name 

and college to exdir@byslsoccer.org
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Age Group LŦ ōƻǊƴ ƛƴΧProgram Age Group LŦ ōƻǊƴ ƛƴΧProgram

5 & Under 2013 YDP U6 13& Under 2005 Club

6 &Under 2012 YDPU6 14 & Under 2004 Club

7 & Under 2011 YDPU8 15 & Under 2003 Club

8 & Under 2010 YDP U8 16 & Under 2002 Club

9 & Under 2009 YDP U10 17 & Under 2001 Club

10 & Under 2008 YDP U10 18 & Under 2000 Club

11& Under 2007 U11/U12 19 & Under 1999 Club

12 & Under 2006 U11/U12

Thoughthere will still be some blended
birth yearsin agegroups(ie. U6 YDPwill
becomprisedof playersborn in both 2012
and 2013) we have moved almost
exclusivelyto single birthyear teams in
our U11/U12 program (2006 and 2007).
Dependingon number of playersin given
birth years there still may teams
comprised of players in two different
yearson the sameteam in the YDP(U5-
U10) and Pre-Club (U11-U12) Programs.
Lastlythere will still be someolder teams
(re. 14U and up) that will choose to
remain with their existing players based
on the previous calendar used by US
Soccer. Thiswill be doneat the discretion
of individual Clubsand Teamsand with
the evaluation and approval of the
Directorof Coaching.

The Idaho Youth Soccer Association
(IYSA) is organized into Districts
geographically. BYSLis part of District 2
also known as the SnakeRiver League
(SRL)running from Tetonand Ashtonup
North to Marsh Valley to the South.
Gamesin 11U-19U maybe playedin any
of those areas. Gamesgenerally begin
the last week of March and continue
through the end of May and the first
weekof Septemberthrough mid to later
October. Typicallygameswill be played
Tuesday-Thursday evenings and
Saturday. Teamsgenerallyplay 1 gamea
weekand 1 or 2 on Saturday. Additional
games in the Spring season may be
scheduled in Twin Falls, JacksonHole,
Sun Valley or even Bozeman,MT on
Saturdayat coachrequest if teams are
availablein thoseareas.

Snake River League Team Organization
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BYSL Clubs & Coaches
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BYSL Teams

Ballistic F.C.
(Colors: Green, Black, White)

Idaho Fall Fusion F.C.
(Colors: Navy, Orange, White)

Ψлл .ƻȅǎ 9ƭƛǘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ               τTrina Clegg, H.C.
τPaige Braithwaite, 
τEd Espinoza, Asst.

Ψлм .ƻȅǎ 9ƭƛǘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ                τTrina Clegg, H.C.
τPaige Braithwaite,                                             
τάaƻƴŀέ[ƻǇŜȊ, Asst. 
τEd Gonzalez, Asst.

Ψлм DƛǊƭǎ              τHeather Silverman, H.C.
τChuck Stuart, Asst.

Ψлн DƛǊƭǎ             τSteven Murillo, H.C.
τChuck Stuart, Asst.
τHeather Silverman, Asst.

Ψло DƛǊƭǎ              τErika Cortez, H.C.
τJuan Cortez, Asst.

Ψлп DƛǊƭǎ              τChuck Stuart, H.C.
τHeather Silverman, Asst. 

Ωфф-Ωлл .ƻȅǎ      τMike Elison, H.C.

Ψфф DƛǊƭǎ              τJeremy Johnson, H.C.
τJohn Douglass, Asst.
τJenny Skeen, Asst. (Keeper Coach)

Ψлл DƛǊƭǎ              τJason Lance, H.C.
τWes Stumbo, Asst.

Ψлм DƛǊƭǎ             τKara Petersen, H.C.
Ψлн DƛǊƭǎ             τFrank Tomasetti, H.C.

τPaul Sanders, H.C.
τHeber Sadovich, Asst.
τAustin Jensen, Asst.
τEmily Jensen, Asst.

Ψло DƛǊƭǎ     τJason  Child, H.C.
τGerardeVivarAsst.

Ψлп DƛǊƭǎ             τRyan Reilly, H.C.
τJared Miller, Asst.

Ψлп DƛǊƭǎ             τJeremy Christensen, H.C.
Ψло .ƻȅǎ             τErnesto Melo, H.C.

τMario Vasquez, Asst.
Ψло .ƻȅǎτPedro Corona, H.C.

τErnesto Melo, Asst.
Ψлп .ƻȅǎ             τRyan Cook, H.C.

τDerek Thompson, Asst.

Ψлп .ƻȅǎ Bluebirdz τMike Risener, H.C.
Ψлп .ƻȅǎ .¸{[                   τTroy Taylor, H.C.

τJohn Landers, Asst. 
Ψлр .ƻȅǎ .¸{[ tǊŜƳƛŜǊ     τJulian Milano, H.C.
Ψлр .ƻȅǎ .¸{[ {ŜƭŜŎǘ        τScott Staker, H.C.

τJustin Hendricks, Asst.
τDan Beck, Asst.

Ψлр DƛǊƭǎ .¸{[ tǊŜƳƛŜǊ     τDominic Carnazzo, H.C.
τJazmin Garcia, Asst.
τFred Gooch, Asst. 

Ψлр DƛǊƭǎ .¸{[ {ŜƭŜŎǘ        τZach Wilson, H.C. 
Ψлр DƛǊƭǎ .¸{[ /ƭǳō           τJon Christensen, H.C. 
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Ψлм .ƻȅǎ .¸{[ 9ǘƘƻǎ tǊŜƳƛŜǊ τBrandon Lee, H.C.
τAdam Serr, Asst.

Ψлм .ƻȅǎ .¸{[ 9ǘƘƻǎ {ŜƭŜŎǘ    τDave Denning, H.C.
τIvan Hernandez, Asst.

Ψлн .ƻȅǎ YƴƛƎƘǘǎ                     τJose Moreno, H.C.
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The

Final Whistle

2018 Dates to Remember—MARK YOUR CALENDARS!!!
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March 15τPreliminary Spring Schedules 
released
March 26τFinal Spring Schedules for Club 
and U11/U12 published
April 2τSpring 2018 season begins
April 2τYDP Coach Training Meeting
April 4τYDP Season Begins
April 5τBYSL Board Meeting
May 1τRegistration for Fall 2018 YDP and 
U11/U12 opens
May 3τBYSL Board Meeting
May 21τLast day for YDP U6 teams
May 23τLast day for YDP U8 & U10 teams
June 2τLast day for Spring U11/U12 and 
Club regular season games
June 3τSummer Far Post published
June 4-9τClub Tryouts for Spring 2019 
(times TBA)
June 7τBYSL Board Meeting
June 11τSpring Club Registration opens

June 21-23τDean Cook Shootout Soccer 
Tournament
June 30τFall 2018 YDP and U11/U12 
registration closes
July 1τFall 2018 Jr. High Registration opens
July 5τBYSL Board Meeting
July 12-14τCoach Licensing Course 
(tentative)
August 4τLevel 8 Referee Clinic 
August 13-14τFall 2018 Jr. High Tryouts
August 19τFall 2018 Jr. High Registration 
closes
October 5τBYSL Board Meeting
October 9-14τJr. High Tournament
October 23-28τSpring 2019 Club Tryouts 
(Any open spots)
November 2τBYSL Board & Annual 
Members Meeting
November 4τLevel 7 Referee Clinic 
(tentative)
December 3τWinter Far Post Published
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[ƛƪŜάBonnevilleYouth
Soccer Leagueέ

on Facebook to stay up
to date on current events and 

announcements from BYSL!


